
THE FLORIDA AGRICULTURIST 297

Shipping Oranges in Baskets-
If oranges can be sent from Califor

nia to Eastern markets in baskets
there is no doubt that our growers
could use them Whether it would
pay or not is a question but one that
we believe should be Investigated
baskets nre desirable there is time
before the next crop is ready for ship
ment to make the necessary arrange
ments for securing a supply

The California Fruit Grower tells
how they are being tried in that state

The innovation of shipping oranges-

in baskets has readied Redlands
says the Iledlands Review of April 0

The first car to go out this way went
off last night from the Golden Orange
Association and C M Brown
freely says it is an experiment with
him but one that lie hopes will prove
a great success The baskets are
large cheap things with a cover that
is held on by wires slipped over a
projecting cleat The baskets hold
considerably less than a box and the
fruit is not wrapped in paper but is
merely rolled hastily into the basket
and the cover placed on Then the
baskets are packed in a car with
boards between the rows and separat
ing them also on the sides as well
as above and below It is the work
of but a moment to till a basket pro
bably the time occupied being not
more than onetenth as much as in
packing a box in the usual manner

The fruit to be sent is of the ex
tra choice variety and it was decided
to send it ventilated not iced in order
to have a demonstration as to the keep-

ing qualities of the fruit when shipped
in this way The baskets are not
crowded together as closely as the
boxes in a packed car and are really
well ventilated If this car should go
through ventilated not iced in good
condition it would probably demon
strate that a great deal of the cheaper
grades of fruit at this time of the
year before the real warm weather is
upon us can go without ice As the
cost of icing a car will average about

75 this in itself would be a great
saving Then the packing is much less
expensive no paper being used and
the labor would be much less With
the baskets in general use they too
ought to be constructed for less money
than the boxes

While the baskets have been used
more or less in the lower districts
heretofore this is the first car to go
out from Redlands packed in baskets-
It is understood that the Orange Grow
es will also get out a car in baskets-
at once The car thus packed by the
Golden Association goes to Michigan-
on an order from a man who handles
two or three cars of fruit packed in
that way last year and liked it so
well that he asked for a Redlands
shipment so packed

With the cost of icing eliminated
and cost of packing reduced very
materially it can be seen that for
the poorer grades the saving would
be very material and it would even
make shippable much fruit of the
standard grade that now often

times goes to the dump pile In order
to maintain the reputation of Redlands
fruit and In order to avoid possible
losses it has been the custom in the
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past to dump considerable fruit that
was really as good or better than
much shipped by the pttitland and al
falfa districts Byputting this fruit
in baskets there can be considerable
money brought into this section and
the amount of cheaper fruit thus sent
out would not be sufficient to jeopard-
ize the market on the grades

The result of the present experi
ment will be watched for with con-
siderable interest-

A Worker for Parcels Post
The following is from the Rural

New Yorker
On page lUG under Brevities I

found the following Count that day
lost when you do not start a discussion
of the benefits from a parcels post
Keep talking about it The retail

of YoungstoWn the city in
I which I do my marketing are organiz
ed into what they call the Retail
Grocers Association Recently they
held their annual banquet and among
other notables present was T R Green
president of the National Retail
Grocers Association In an address
among other tidings lie read a copy of
the parcels post bill and condemned-
it in nn unmistakable way lie ad
vised the members to interview Con
gressman Kennedy and have him
pledge himself to oppose the measure
Two hundred Congressmen he stated
have already agreed to vote against
the bill and they expected to secure
the pledge of many more I wrote a
two column article in defense of the
parcels post to the daily paper in
which the address of President Green
was printed In this article I asked
the grocers to give me through the
columns of this daily the cause for
opposing so very strenuously this
measure I ended by saying Now
why please tell us why do you oppose-

it so Echo still answers why I
signed myself Only a Hayseed A
few days ago I saw the treasurer of
the Grocers Association a friend of
mine I asked him whether he read
the article in the daily by Only a
Hayseed Oh yes he said we
discussed it t our last meeting but
decided not to reply that article never
was written by a hayseed we think
we know the fellow He is a paid
agent of the mail order house and to
reply would only start discussion
which would do us no good Sow
there you have lined up in a solid
rank with the powerful express com
panies both country and city

against parcels post with over
200 pledged members of Congress back
of them and on a still hunt for more
They dare not come out openly and
discuss the measure they know they
have no ground to stand upon Do
the friends of the measure work it
hard for its passage Have we got
200 pledged members in Congress If
not why not Our cause is just
theirs on the other hand is prompted-
by greed and selfishness Should there
be anyone in the R N Y family who
thinks parcels post should not become-
a law let him give jut one good
reason for thinking so never yet
heard of one or if anyone else who
is not a member of the Rural family
reads this and has just a ghost of
reason for thinking so let him kindly
give it to us J II Bollinger

Ohio
R we had a few more men
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like Bollinger to challenge such
people everywhere we would make
progress faster

The Rural Sew Yorker has also
been printing some correspondence-

with congressmen It is interesting
reading-

In our series of letters from con
gressmen on the parcels post question-
we print this week one from Congress
man Landis of Indiana written to a
R NY reader-

I have your letter of the 1st instant
advocating the establishment of a
parcels post system I am unalterably
opposed to this proposition at this
time There are many things we
would like to have through the Govern-
ment just as we would like to have
them for ourselves but this would
mean Increased taxation in some new
direction I would also like to see one
cent letter postage which benefit the
whole people and under which the
benefits would be more generally dis-

tributed
The government is now paying an

average of three hundred dollars per
year for every R F D route over and
above all receipts from postage on
matter collected as well as delivered-
on these routes I am in favor of the
system nevertheless but we cannot
have all things we would like at one
time C B Landis

Mr Landis does not dodge at least
He is opposed to the parcels If
we lived in his district we would vote
against him The following letter
from the man who wrote Mr Landis
covers the point

There seems one great difference
between parcels post and the rural
mail system The latter was a great
thing for the spoilmcn If there is a
deficit it is largely their fault The
rural carriers get 240 per day for
some seven hours and a 24mile drive
while the Star Route carrier used to
get less than 40 cents for 22 miles and
about the same time and no side line
The drivers of the creamery wagon
Just as competent and well educated

00 cents and house rent for a-

like drive but must take care of a lot
of cows in addition and work the
balance of the day There is a general
feeling that the examinations are a
snap affair and certainly nothing

like the effort is made that there is
now to get men for the army and
navy or was trade by the old Star
Route contractor There is also a
feeling that the best equipped man is
liable to have his paper credited to

some ignorant henchman The service
certainly isnt what it should be for
the money for I have counted 17
pieces of other peoples mail in my

box in one month not counting paper
I take and was given wrong copies-

of or my mail that went astray The
carrier used to be glad to bring us
groceries bread hardware or anything-

for a small charge Xow it is handier
to send to a mailorder house for
things we cannot raise or make our-

selves for we only make few trips to
town and have to buy in quantities
anyway-

A later number of the same paper

gives a sequel to the above

In our collection of letters from
congressmen we printed one from Mr

Landis of Indiana Now read the
following from one of our readers

Concerning the letter published on
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page 204 where Congressman Landis
defines his position on the parcels
post will say that I have also written
him on the same subject and received-
a similar reply in which he argues
economy as his reason for opposing the
measure A few days after receiving-
his reply I also received a package of
free seeds which I acknowledged as
follows

Closely following your recent letter
in which you plead economy as your
reason for opposing parcels post legis-
lation I received a package of garden
seed free as a favor from you I wish
to say that I use several dollars worth-
of seeds each year Still the seeds
sent me by you at Government ex
pense are not often just what I want
and consequently are not planted
Sow if the Government and the mail
system were relieved of this expense-
of sending me each year these seeds
that I do not want could it not give
me cheaper and better service in

carrying seeds that I do want It
seems to me that your package of
free seeds cancels all your economy
argument for opposing parcels post

Likely you have already given
Landis all the attention you care to
in your paper but I send you the
above so you may know that the farm
ers out here are doing some hand-
writing on the wall and asking our
lawmakers to take notice

That was well answered If there
were more fanners like this one some
of these congressmen would stay at
home That is where Mr Landis
would shine to good advantage Keep-

at him and others like him These
drops of ink will grow until they
burst into letters of tire upon the wall

CHEAP COLUMN
words name address

one week JSc three weeks BOc

FOR SALE Several hundred gin

bud two years old Addrwn Dog
271 Orlando Fla

FOR SALERough Lemons WILSON
FLYE Miami Fla

CUTAWAY HARROWS and repairs E S
Hubbard Agent Federal Point Fla

FOR 15 h p boiler and one IS
h p Erie engine Second hand recently
in use Condition supposed to be fair but
not guaranteed Will be sold almost
nothing to make room for other machinery
Speak quick THE E O PAINTER
PRINTING CO DeLand Fla tf

ONE MILLION Japanese Seed Cane the
greatest forage for stock grows on any land
makes good syrup 250 thousand seed
check with order AMERICAN FIBER
COMPANY Jacksonville Fla 4t

WANTED Lady or gentleman of fair edu
cation to travel for firm of 250000 capital
Salary 1072 per year payable weekly Ex-
penses advanced Address GEO G
CLOWS DeLand Fla at

E STERLING WINDES Route No i
Leighton Ala offers twenty choice thor
oughbred Single Comb Brown Leghorn eggs
for 100 good hatch and satisfaction guar
anteed Also ships thoroughbred Belgin
Hares and fancy Pigeons anywhere on ap
proval Write him today I know he will
please you Mention Florida Agriculturist

3t

POTATO for Professor
Whites Potato Bulletin full of valuable
scientific information Learn how to save 8
to 10 per acre on your Irish potato seed bill
and raise 2300 bushels per acre Price So
cents to 20 cents guaranteed Address
SCIENTIFIC GARDENING Dayton Miss
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